Name_______________________

Period_______________

Reading Guide for “O.J.’s Final Run” and “Cirque du O.J.”

I. VOCABULARY: Be able to define the following words and understand them when they 

                                  appear in the graphic essay or as we discuss the essay in class.



macabre_______________________________________________________________________



stereotype_____________________________________________________________________



apologist_____________________________________________________________________



grandstanding__________________________________________________________________



referendum____________________________________________________________________



coined________________________________________________________________________


conspiracy_____________________________________________________________________



concocted_____________________________________________________________________

II. Literary Terms



foreshadow____________________________________________________________________



bias__________________________________________________________________________



caricature_____________________________________________________________________




flashback______________________________________________________________________
III. QUESTIONS:

“O.J.’s Final Run”

1.  What is the setting of “O.J.’s Final Run”?

2.  Who is the officer that first responds?
3.  What three items are found at Ron Goldman’s feet?
4.  How old was Nicole Brown when O.J. first met her?

5.  On page 89 in panels 1 – 7, what kind of image is created of O.J.?  How is this image created?

6.  How does this contrast to the image in panels 8 and 9?  What technique does the visual artist use to illustrate this contrast?

7.  What kind of officer was Mark Fuhrman? 

8.  In panel 2 on page 90, the narrator says that Fuhrman was the 17th police officer on the scene.  Why does the narrator concentrate on this detail?  What can we infer about the narrator’s bias?
9.  Why does detective Tom Lange want to go to O.J.’s house originally?
10.  What are three pieces of evidence that persuade the police to seal off O.J.’s house?
11.  On page 91, panel 7, what makes Detective Ron Philips suspicious of O.J.?

12.  In panel 2, page 91, who is the narrator?
13.  The narrator tells his story in the way of a


a.  foreshadow

b.  flashback


c.  flashforward
d.  humorous remembrance

14.  In panel 4 on page 92, what stereotype is being used?  How is this being done?  How does this contradict the image of the police that the author tries to create in the earlier panels and in later panels?

15.  Who drove the Bronco during the “slow speed chase”?

16.  “Slow speed chase” is an example of what literary term?

17.  On page 93, what is the significance of the flashback in panel 5 and 6?

“Cirque du O.J.”

18.  Explain how the title shows the author’s bias?
19.  How many lawyers did O.J. hire?  What was special about them?

20.  Page 94, panels 4 and 5: How as the illustrator and author made Judge Ito a caricature?

21.  According to the author, what 3 details make it implausible that Fuhrman planted the glove?

22.  Page 99, panel 6: Why does the author put O.J. in this setting?  How is it meant to be ironic?  How does the irony demonstrate the author’s bias?

23.  On page 99, what is significant about the jurors’ statements in panels 4 and 5?
24.  List at least 4 pieces of evidence that worked against O.J.

25.  How did the defense team defend O.J.?

26.  Describe the differences in the artwork between the two stories.  What is different about the art in the two stories?  How does the different artwork reflect the difference in tone?  

